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VOICE OF G-BVS, ISSUE NO. 7

NEWS AND HAPPENINGS OF MEMBERS ...

Our thanks and appreciation to Ying Chong Lung Company for the box of delicious
oranges and the Kam Wah Restaurant for the six cases of 7-up soda for our
Chinese New Year Banquet last year. It is through the generous efforts of the
different members of the Association that our organization is as successful

as it is.

We also would like to acknowledge receipt of the following dishes donated to
the Thanksgiving buffet dinner by the following members: two bottles of booze
from Chun Fun; Park Kam Wong, Bing T. Wong and Raymond Gin donated fried rices
of various sorts; and Nam Wong donated desserts.

Mr. and Mrs. Bing S. Wong of San Bernardino celebrated.the birth of their grand-
daughter by holding a month-old banquet at the Golden Palace Restaurant,

April 23, 1978. The proud parents, the Henry Wongs, and all friends and relatives
attending the banquet enjoyed this celebration. The proud grandpa donated $200

to the Gom-Benn Association.

James Wong, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tung Keen Wong, and Marlene Yung, were married
at the Higashi Hongwanji Buddhist Temple, July 8. The religious ceremony was
witnessed by over 200 friends and relatives of the families and a banquet was
enjoyed by all at the Golden Dragon Restaurant on July 16.

Harry Wong, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Nam Wong, and Sharon, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Willie Soo Hoo, exchanged vows on April 10, at the South Pasadena Methodist
Church. A banquet was held at the Golden Palace Restaurant on July 9.

We hardly had time to shed off the extra pounds and the added calories of the two
weddings above, when Shirley Wong, daughter of the Bing T. Wongs and Richard
Hoskin decided to go the matrimonial route on January 14, at the Santa Anita Church
in Arcadia. A reception was held immediately following the wedding, and a banquet
at the Golden Palace Restaurant, a week later, was enjoyed by the over 500 people
who attended.

All of us want to wish the newly married couples, James and Marlene; Harry and
Sharon; and Shirley and Rick, long and happy lives together.

We are happy and proud that Gom-Benn always has its share of scholars among the
high school graduates each year. The Wong Association gives seven awards to high
school graduates with high scholastic achievements annually. The recipients must
be sons or daughters of the members of the Wong Family Association. Stacy Wong
and Paula Lee won scholarships from the Wong Family Association in 1978. Stacy
is the daughter of Ging and Marian Wong . She is a graduate of Palisades High
School, and at present with her brother Glen, attends Stanford University. Glen
also received the Wong Association scholarship three years ago. Paula Lee,
daughter of the Karl Lees, graduated from University High and is presently at
the University of California at Berkeley studying engineering.

Continued ...
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Time really flies! Ten years ago, Robert Wong came to this counrty from Hong
Kong. He was just a junior high school kid. Today, he is workding as an
engineer for Caltrans. Caltrans is a California state agency responsible for
the design and construction of freeways. Robert received his engineering degree
from UCLA in 1978. He is the son of Kam and Roger Wong. Congratulations,

Robert, keep up the good work - how about straightening the on-ramps and off-
ramps on the Pasadena Freeway?!?

The daughter of Mr. Bak Kuen of Gom Hong Village will continue her studies in a
nursing career here. She will be qualified to receive her nursing certificate,

February, 79. We do need good nurses and know she will be good in her field of
study.

Benjamin Wong, son of the Bing T. Wongs of West Covina, graduated from U.S.C.

in June, 1978, with a Ph. D. in Biology. After the graduation exercises, Ben's
parents held a party at the Kam Wah Restaurant honoring the new Doctor. The

party was attended by many close friends and relatives, and to express their
happiness, the Wongs donated $500 to the Gom-Benn Association; $50 to the
Newsletter; $500 to the Wong Association; and $500 to the Chinese Hospital in

San Francisco, marking this happy event. Ben has attended scientific conventions
in Chicago and Florida, where scientists in this field exchange ideas and their
latest findings. At present, he is working at the Jules Stein Eye Institute at
U.C.L.A., under a post-doctural fellowship, where he is under a two-year contract.

And as the saying goes, "good things come in pairs," Cynthia (Cindy) Wong, younger
sister of Ben, graduated from U.C.L.A., in June, 1978, also. Cindy is now intern-
ing at the Centinela Hospital in Inglewood as a medical technician. Both of these
"children" were outstanding students in their field of endeavor. Cindy will be
taking her state board exam later this summer to become a registered technician.
Lots of luck to both Ben and Cindy.

Sue Wong, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wing Yow Wong, was honored at a convention in
San Diego in August 1978 for her success in fashion design. The convention was
sponsored by more than 130 community colleges and trade schools in California.
Over 700 people attended the event. Many of Sue's designs appeared in newspapers
and magazines. Sue came to Los Angeles from Gom-Benn Village, China, in 1949.
She is a graduate of Los Angeles Trade Technical College.

The family of Fook Shing Wong of Stockton, California, just recently arrived
from Kwangtung, China. They will be residing in that area and we hope they will
enjoy their new surrounding.

Mrs. Kin Yip of Wo Hing Lay Village recently arrived in the Los Angeles area to
join her husband, after visiting their daughter and family in the San Francisco area.

The wife of Ock Y. Wong, Vice President of the Asosciation, and the wife of Mr. Poy
Wong, made a trip back to their native village last summer. The two ladies stayed
for a month in China and visited the many relatives whom they have not seen since
they immigrated to the Los Angeles area. The Association held a dinner in their
honor prior to their trip at the Kam Wah Restaurant which was attended by about

40 people.

Continued ...
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We hope the trip did not prove
ulcer operation at the French HOspi
She returned home from the hospite

report that she is now fully rec:

Mr. Ock Y. Wong donated an electric coffee maker to the Association and good
coffee and tea will once more be enjoyed by all. Mr. Wong can always be
depended on to do whatever is needed by the Association.

We have learned that Mr. Nam Wong, one of our former presidents of the Associa-
tion will be opening a savings and loan company in Monterey Park. He will be one
of the directors of the bank. All right folks, you all know where to save and
borrow money from now on.

Mrs. Ng Poi Kan Wong, mother of Gin Wong, suffered a slight stroke about a year
ago and is currently convalescing at the Feliz Nursing Home in Los Angeles.

Another resident of the home, is Keng Wong, father of T. Din and Tung Gan Wong.
He 1is the oldest member of the Gom-Benn villagers, being over 90 year young.
He experienced discomfort during the hot and humid summer weather we had last
year and is just merely a live-in resident at the nursing home.

The many friends, relatives and members of the Gom-Benn Association were very
saddened to learn of the passing of one of the Association's founders and devoted
member, Mr. Mon Yew Wong. Members of the Association paid their final respects
at a service held at the Hollywood Forest Lawn. He'll be remembered as an adviser
and a dedicated member who wds always ready and willing to do his share of the
work.

Roy Lim, husband of Wong Gim Oy, passed away on March 17, 1978, unexpectedly
after a short illness. The family donated $50 to the Gom-Benn Association in
his memory.

Another long-time resident of Los Angeles, Mrs. Chun Sing Wong, who with her
husband, owned and operated the Sam Sing Meat Market in Chinatown for many years,
passed away on February 7, 1979, after a lengthy illness at the Hollywood Pres-
byterian Hospital. The 400 or more friends and relatives gathered at the Chung
Wah School for services and the more than 80 cars in the funeral procession bid
their final adieu to Mrs. Wong at the Chinese Cemetery in East Los Angeles. The
family made the following donations to the various organizations; Gom-Benn
Association, $50; the Wong Association, $50; and the Lee Association, $50.

Continued ...
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THINK TWICE IS NOT ENOUGH by ONE AND ONLY

In the middle of the twentieth century, a few years after World War II, many
changes began to occur. Societies began to change, indeed people of the entire
world began to change. And all these changes happened at an increasing rate.
Underlying these changes, however, is the most important change of all: change
in human attitude.

Problems are continually around us. Violence, crime and corruption certainly
exist and the serious problems of drugs run unchecked. These problems are
getting worse by the day as they damage the heart of our country. Solutions are
very difficult to formulate and implementation is even more awesome as these
problems seem to be beyond anyone's control. Confrontation is not the answer
yet coalition is no better.

At this time we need to examine a few thoughts and their implications as we
search for a significant approach to solve these problems. Basic to all people
are pride in their culture, moral standards, human dignity and integrity, and
above all, loyalty to one's country. Predicated on these basics the first
thought that comes to mind is the concept of the color of race. Race is here to
stay. The concept of race is a notion of identity. Race is a basis for one's
identity, both in a physical sense as well as in an inner sense of one's ancestry
and heritage. Mixing colors, therefore, is not a natural look of authenticity
because it is not a pure image of one's race. Yet it has a value of its own,

and colors may be mixed if an ethical code can be established that would insure
that both parties would carry through to the end. With this comes the notion of
priority, rites, and etiquette which implies the need for individuals to respect
and treat one another with courtesy. Included with these ideas are social order,
personal conduct, family training and other social relationships.

The second thought is that of culture: the language, daily life, style of living,
tradition, harmony, and unity of motivations. This thought centers around the
concept of filial piety. Simply stated, this means respect for one's parents and
elders. Liberally construed it includes respect for constituted authority. The
basic idea of filial piety revolves around the family in which parents and children
share a mutual responsibility to love and care for each other. Children should
respect, love and honor their parents and elders for their loving care, concern
and upbringing as proper return for the love and care provided them by their par-
ents. Parents have the reciprocal responsibility of caring for the physical spiri-
tual, and mental well-being of their children including training within the family
at home. Only in this way can proper and well-ordered family unity be established
and maintained in society.

The third thought deals with consequences. We should be more conscious of our
ending life as well as our beginning life. Marriage is a legal union of a man and
a woman. It marks a beginning in which two separate lives unite together to start
a new one together. For marriage the concept of integrity is essential.

Continued ...
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