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Philanthropist sees education as path to ﬁ ure

F or Bing Wong, 89, cducution  have been helped 1o a good edu-  the lesson that education brings

equals immortality.

He owned a Chinese restaurant
in San Bemardino for decades
and prospered despite not having
had the good cducation he be-
licves is the key to every kind of
SUCCESS.

In 1963, he created the Bing
Wong Scholarship Foundation
that offers two scholarships annu-
ally to students in cach of the
¢ity’s high schools, middic
schools and elementary schools.

The purpese of those for cle-
naentary and middle school sw-
dents not ready o go to college,
is to stimulate them and their
famlies 1o think about and to
start saving for higher education.

The scholarships are run in
conjunction with a trust account
savings program for students at
Lifc Savings Bank.

Wong doesn’i know how
many lives his schotarship foun-
dation has touched, how many
young San Bernardino residents

cation, or how many others have
been motivated to make the sacri-
fices to help themselves,

However, he intends for the
process to continuc.

“My scholarships will be here
forever,” he said.

He thinks that investment in-
come and donations will enable it
to reach his goal of $1 million “in
a few years,” perhaps at the same
time he and his bride, Ting, cele-
brate their 75th wedding anniver-
sary on June 106, 2003.

As we move mnto the Third
Mitlennium of the modem age
and he heads into his ninth dec-
ade, Bing Wong is firmly focused
on the future.

Most especially on the individ-
ual fufures of the children in the
city he has made his home since
1923. A dozen terse words ex-
plain why.

“I didn’t get a good education.
1 know how tough it is.”

As he worked and prospered,

success with all its benefits was
continually reinforced. He and
his wife made sure their own
children received good educa-
tions.

One result was that they had to
sell the restaurant when they
couldn’t operate it any more.
Nong of their well educated and
suceessful children wanted to
take over.

Another part of his support of
cducation is the Bing S. Wong
Lecture Hall i the city’s main li-
brary, built with funds from the
sale of property he had donated.
The library is where anyone can
work on self-education.

Yet another of hus efforts to
encourage saving by younger
children, is a piggy bank —
“metal $0 it’s harder to breuk.”

The scholarship foundation’s
name is on its base and the pig is
holding a sign that reads, “Every-
one participate, a dime a day, the
cducation way. For the winner il
pays.”

Bing Wong
Scholarship founder

Bing S. Wong's cfforts to
overcome his own uck of' a good
cducation and to encourage and
help others achieve one have
spanoed most of this century and
he has ensured they will continue
Lo make a difference well into,
ard probably beyond. the 21t
Ceniury.
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Final Edition

| 10 who a dence in the century

B

From the top, left fo right, Chester Carlson, Gwendolyn Roberts, Harry R,Sheppard, Mittors R. Sage rothy !:rgt;ram,
Charles E, Grier, Mary Lou De La Torre, Bing S. Wong, Dr. Leonard Bailey, Maurice and Richard McDonald,

. Heroes changed ways we live |
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On March 26, 2000, we celebrated the 30th an-
niversary of The Gom Benn Village Association
at the annual Spring Festival. Coincidentally, this
year also marks the year of the dragon and a

new century.

As you know the dragon represents the greatest
celestial power and symbolized life and growth.
It is said to bring the four blessings: riches,

harmony, virtue and longevity.

This year’s Spring Festival program was very
successful. There was more participation from
the youth sector. But participation is still lacking.
One of the reasons, we feel, is due to “lost con-
nection” over the years. To the right, is a form to
update your personal status (name or address
change and etc.). Please fill this form out as soon
as possible and return it back to G.B.V.A. (aka

Gom Benn Village Association).

In conclusion, | wish you the most healthy, happy

and prosperous New Year!

Name -ﬁ»(@_,

GOM BENN VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
CENSUS OF 2000

Address i@ t,)h

Home Phone ',?é'*%; ('?\

Work Phone 'f‘i—;—; )

e-Mail GAHEEL

Number of Children ( :J \ 5%%)

Names Children @x%:ﬂié ) Age Gender,

Age Gender,
Age Gender
Age Gender,

Parent’s Nam({ft—@:&% A}’z )
Grandparent’s Namem’@‘)

Ga® T
Comments / Suggestions for the Association éékﬁ(: 2 '1:31 é ﬂg .)

Please return to:

Gom Benn Village Association
445 Lei Min Way
Los Angeles, CA 90012

MR. TUNG D. WONG & MRS, HOP LEW WONG

Mr. Tung D. Wong
was born the 25% of
November 1911 in the
Gom Benn Village, Toi
San in the Canton
Province of China. He

passed away on
September 12, 1997 at
the age of 90.

In 1929, Grandpa
Wong immigrated from
China. He was known
to be a very haxd-

working man. His
English was self-
taught, and he
accomplished his

education through his
own motivation to
enrich his life.

In 1940, Grandpa
returned to China to
marry Ms. Hop Lew.
After his return to the
United States, he
enlisted into the army
during World War 11
and fought bravely for
his new country with
pride. He also served
in the Navy and Air
Force and gained the
honorable title of
Sergeant. After the
war, he returned to his
former job and

continued to take pride
in all that he did. In his
life, he worked hard to
raise his family. He gave
great attention to
teaching his son the
family traditions and
values, which later
would be passed down to
his granddaughters. Not
only was he dedicated to
his family, but also the
Wong Association.

Grandpa Wong was a
simple man who was
kind, honest, and
friendly. His passingis a
great loss to all that knew
him.

Mrs. Hop Lew Wong
was born on September
17, 1917 in the Deesui
Village, Toi San in the
Canton Province of
China. She passed away
on July 15, 1998
at the age of 85 in Los
Angeles, CA.

Grandma Wong had
married Mr. Tung D.
Wong in 1940. During
World War II, they were
separated as he went to
serve as a sexgeant for the
United States Air Force.
‘While he was off to war,
she stayed in China to
take care of her mothenr

in-law until the elder
Mrs. Wong passed
away. In 1949,
Grandma Wong
reunited with her
husband in the United
States where she
continued to live a
simple, humble life.

Throughout her
life, Grandma Wong
worked diligently to
help her family,
relatives, and friends.
She was known for her
kindness, warmth, and
generosity. With these
virtues, she earned
much respect. Many
stories she had of the
old country she shared
with her grand-
daughters. She has
taught many  how
important family
values are.

Grandma Wong
will be greatly missed,
and she will not be
forgotten.

P

English passages written by
Elenis Wong and compiled by
Jean Wong.
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1999 KAM PIEN SCHOLARSHII

AWARDS

The 1999 Kam Pien Scholarship Awards has been handed out a:
the Gom-Benn Village Society’s New Year banquet. This time
was held at Golden Dragon Restaurant in Chinatown L. A.
March 26, 2000. The list of the finalists receiving certificate

was as follows:

1999 Participants — 3.0 or greater

grade pt. average receives $ 10.00 lei

see (lucky money)

1. Ethan Erwin
Garrett Lee
Graig Lee
Genevieve Erwin
Lindsay Wong
Veronica Lee
Adam Wong
Cameron Wong
9.  Ashlee Wong
10. Brent Young
11. Keith Young
12. Michelle Wong

0N LR W

Continued from page 40
MY GOO MA

ticipated in the Gom Benn Association. She
remembered the cousins and relatives in
Toishan, by sending Lay See, year after year.

During her lifetime of joys and
sorrows, triumphs and setbacks, she sailed
on with her constant sense of dignity and
decency. By watching her as a role model
during her eight years, we have enriched our
own capacity for understanding, which ul-
timately enhances our personal growth. We
are all truly blessed from having the grace
to have shared this special space in our life-
time with her. We will miss her dearly, but
she will live on in our hearts and memoties.

1999-Stephen Huang Scholarship —

tied for I*
1. Dorenda Wong ............... $500.00
2. Thomas Yan .......cce..... $500.00

1999-Kai Pien Scholarship ~
College — 2 way tie
1. Henry Yan .......cccceeuenee. $200.00
2. Winson Seto........cccvneee $200.00

1999-Kai Pien Scholarship —
High School - 3 way tie

1. Courtney Wong .............. $175.00
2. Ernest Wong................... $175.00
3. Priscilla Lee.....coeunnee $ 175.00

1999-Kai Pien Scholarship —
Jr. High — 4 way tie

1. Curtis Wong .......ccccuveneee $100.00
2. Megan Lam................... $100.00
3. Justin Wong ... $100.00
4. AnitaWong .......c.ceee.n. $100.00

1999-Kai Pien Scholarship —
Grade School — 4 way tie

1. Hayley Wong ........c.oc.... $60.00
2. Amanda Toy.......ccoueune.e. $60.00
3. Kristin Ty ..cocovverveernnnne $60.00
4, Kari Wong......coceeveerennnnns $60.00



MY GOO MA

Gim O1 Lew was my fathet’s older sister. I
called her my “Goo Ma”. In Chinese, “Goo” has
many translations to the tone, but the one I asso-
ciate with my beloved aunt is one that literally
translates to that of a guardian and a caretaker.
An together with “Ma”, it spells out what she was
to me and to many others 1 our family—the one
who cared for us if we wetre one of her own
children.

That was the way Goo Ma was. In her quiet
way, she was compassionate, understanding, and
accepting. She had an innate understanding of the
human condition. Whenever ot wherever there as
a need, she reached out and gave of herself,
selflessly.

I would like to share some of my most cher-
ished memoties of Goo Ma. When I first came to
the United States, I was 6-1/2 years old. My family,
consisting of my younger brother and sister, to-
gether with my parents, lived with Goo Ma and
Goo Jeung—my Uncle Roy. We stayed 3 months,
all of us crowding into her their household. It
couldn’t have been easy, for them or for us. But it
allowed my family a new beginning here, and al-
lowed me to learn about America, and a Chinese-
American way of life. For these times, I will al-
ways be grateful to her and Uncle Roy. I learned
to eat hot dogs, and watch cartoons in English—
that funny sounding language that confused me
so bad then. I watched my cousins Gloria, Gary
and Geotge play their American style kid’s games
and listen to rock n” roll. We had weekend “Mah
Jong” parties that went on into the night, after
Goo Ma served up her usual delicious feast of
Chinese dishes. Feeding 30 or 40 people was a
breeze to het. She somehow managed to juggle all
those busy family get-togethers and still find time
for her favorite pastimes.

Many of you know that my Goo Ma was an
avid cook. This was her way of remembering the
old Chinese traditions from her native Toishan. I
remember every Chinese New Year meant that Goo

Ma sent over trays of roast pork, fresh chicken,
and my personal favorite, Guy Loong dumpling.

‘She made a variety of Chinese dumplings with

the most delictous fillings—Ha Gow, Stu Mai, and
Joong. The wete always both tasty and perfectly
shaped-—all assembled by her skilled hands. Even
this Chinese New Yeat of the Rabbit, she sent a
plate of the delicacies from her kitchen, although
she was in serious declining health. She also loved
to sew, knit and crochet. She thought my mother
how to sew, knit and crochet. My mother then
taught me. These crafts brought both my mother
and Goo Ma many hours of joy in their share
projects. Goo Ma knitted sweaters for many mem-
bers of my family for as long as I can remember. I
still own a sweater that she knitted and sent to me
when [ still lived in Hong Kong. I marvel at the
many stitches she lovingly pieced together. When
I see that sweater, [ remember Goo Ma.

Goo Ma also had a very green thumb. Year
after year, there were beautiful colors and fra-
grances from the flowers blooming in the circular
front garden. She was the one who consistently
was able to coax the Chinese squashes to grow,
even when everyone else’s crops failed. We always
had a steady stream of Foo Lo Gua, Doong Gua,
and even that bitter Foo Gua from her garden.
She also grew all varieties of choy and fruit trees
m her garden.

Goo Ma was the embodiment of kindness
and compassion. She was able to give and share,
without expecting anything in return. My farther
often told the story that in growing up with Goo
Ma and their oldest sister as children in China,
once they all reached adulthood, he never once
had a quarrel among the three of them. This was
part of her gentle nature. Not only was she gener-
ous to the members of her own family and ex-
tended family, but also to the community as well.
She was active 1n the Lim Association, and pat-

Continued on page 39
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